Autoimmunity, apoptosis defects and retroviruses.
Autoimmunity and AIDS both share the common feature of increased expression of retroviral protein products and abnormal apoptosis of immune cells (81). This leads to a more global immunomodulatory defect (82-84). The challenge in the future will be to devise compounds that can either regulate the effect of the retroviral products on apoptosis, or that can inhibit apoptosis pathways in order to restore normal immune system function.